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park of its kind in the tropics. Rio being the railway center of Brazil, 
excursions to the interior are made with comparative ease. 

To any botanist who wishes to study tropical vegetation, and who 
has at the same time an eye for the beautiful, Petropolis and the 
other suburbs of Rio will prove beyond question the most attractive 
place in the world. As compared with the mountains of Java or 
Sumatra they are civilized, have a much more salubrious climate, and 
all the conveniences of modern civilized life. The south island of 
Hawaii or the south Pacific islands have no such stretches of virgin 
forest, nor such a flora or fauna to explore. Ceylon is hot and uncom- 
fortable in comparison, and the mountains of Jamaica and Trinidad 
are uninhabited except by scattered planters. 

It is the writer's belief that there is no other place in the world 
where such a combination of tropical vegetation, wonderful scenery, 
civilization, and cool equable climate can be found. — D. G. Fairchild, 
Port Said, Egypt, September 21, 1899. 



ANOTHER NOTE ON THE FLOWER VISITS OF OLIGO- 

TROPIC BEES. 

Since the table in the Botanical Gazette 28:36 was published, 
Andrena arabis has been found collecting pollen of Cardamine 
rhomboidea. In the second column, therefore, Cruciferse should be 
substituted for Arabis laevigata. 

Of the three species of Calliopsis enumerated on page 28 of the 
same volume, one, C. andreniformis , is quite polytropic. Another, C. 
coloradensis, I think, is oligotropic and gets its pollen exclusively from 
Compositae. It collects pollen of Boltonia asteroides and Coreopsis 
aristosa. 

A male of the third species was taken on August 23, 1897, on 
flowers of Verbena stricta. I did not care to describe it until I had 
found the female. July 15, 1899, the sexes were taken in copula on 
flowers of Verbena urticifolia, the females collecting the pollen. The 
males were also taken on V. hastata. In the mean time, the bee was 
taken in New Mexico on flowers of V. macdougalii by Miss Porter, and 
was described by Cockerell under the name of Calliopsis verbenae. 
This author says nothing about it collecting the pollen. The bee is 
evidently an oligotropic visitor of Verbena. — Charles Robertson, 
Carlinville, Illinois, 



